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MS. BASTEDENBECK: Today is December 20, the 
year 2001. My name is Christine Bastedenbeck. 

I'm at Division 4, EMS command, conducting an 

interview regarding September 11 with the 

following individual. 
MR. KIMBALL: My name is Robert Kimball. 

EMT, currently serve as a chief's aide. 

Q. Bobby, were you working on the morning of 
September 11? 

A. I was off. However, at 8:45, I heard the 
incident happened. I called the Division 4 office, 
asked them what the plan was and what we had planned to 
do. She advised me that she -- I'm sorry, Lieutenant 
Guarneri advised me she really didn't have a plan yet. 
So I asked if the spare vehicle 913, the van, was 
available, and if it was, that we should load it up 
with spare equipment, and I would be in within 15 
minutes to pick it up and transport it down to LSU and 
MERV 4. 

I made it here approximately nine o'clock, 
and at that time the van was loaded, and there was a 
lieutenant. I don't remember his name. I really 
didn't know him, and an EMT from downstairs, pretty 


much a new guy. 


ROBERT KIMBALL 


Q. When you say downstairs -- 

A. Downstairs at Battalion 50. We went into the 
vehicle. It was loaded up, and we made our way down 
into Manhattan. 

At approximately -- we left here at 9:15. I 
made it down into Manhattan approximately ten o'clock. 
We were initially going to the west side, because we 
were told that's where MERV 4 and LSU 4 were staged, 
but we were unable to get over onto that side of the 
World Trade Center. 

They redirected us at about 10:10 and told us 
to go down to the Staten Island Ferry Terminal, because 
they wanted to set up a triage, treatment, transport 
area down there. So we went down to that area, went up 
to the 2nd Floor of the ramp for the Staten Island 
Ferry Terminal, and we set up a treatment transport 
area over there. 

At that moment in time, I had no chief to 
work with, so Chief Villani said, "Okay, Bob, you're 
with me today." We did some initial stuff at the 
Battery Park ferry terminal, and then we had a gator, 
and we were pretty much just traveling all over the 
World Trade Center site. 


We went to One Liberty Plaza to check on the 
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units that we had over there, because we had staged 
over there approximately 20 ambulances at one point. 
There was a treatment center. We were asked to go over 
there initially because of the question of the 
building's sturdiness, and that all turned out to be 
fine at that particular moment. 

We went back down to the EMS command post, I 
guess. I'm not exactly sure where exactly that was. 
Everything just looked very different from what it 
looked like at that point. Met with I believe it was 
Chief Carrasquillo that particular moment in time, see 
what he wanted to do, where he wanted us at, so we were 
just basically going back and forth from the ferry 
terminal to the World Trade Center site looking at 
units, you know, seeing who needed what, going back to 
the ferry terminal to see, you know, how we're doing 
there. 

I guess approximately three o'clock-ish 
sometime, that was about the next time I remember, I 
saw deputy chief Bobby Brown come in with some eye 
irritation and his aide Jason Katz with -- his hand had 
some lacerations on it, I believe. That was pretty 
much about the last time that I remember any kind of, 


like, time sequence, because I basically just stayed 


ROBERT KIMBALL 


the whole day at the -- between the ferry terminal and 
One Liberty Plaza. 

I believe we went down to Liberty and West at 
one particular moment in time, and I believe we did 
make it over to Vesey and West at another particular 
time. I believe the command post was somewhere along 
here. Was it Murray and West that particular night? 
But that was earlier. We had no real protection as far 
as masks went. 

Q. Where were you when the buildings collapsed? 

A. We were traveling down -- I believe the first 
building collapsed, and we were traveling down 
Broadway. I think it collapsed, what, 9:05 or 
something? No, I'm sorry 10:05. 9:55. 

So we were traveling down Broadway, and 
that's when we were redirected at about 10:10 down to 
the ferry terminal. 

Q. Where were you when the second building 
collapsed? 

A. When the second building collapsed, I 
believe -- let's see. What time did that collapse? 
Because I think I was still -- 10:29. I was just -- I 
guess we were right about here. I don't know what 


street this is. 
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Q. So you were south of Rector? 

A. Yes, I was about, I guess, one, two blocks 
south of Rector. We had a whole bunch of ambulances 
standing here, more like Hunter and Metro Care, I guess 
it was, and we were trying to get them down more 
towards our area so we could stage them up properly. 

So when the second building came down, that's 
where we were, right about here, but I guess by then we 
set up a treatment and triage center, which pretty much 
had almost done, and then I was just pretty much aide 
to Chief Villani for the rest of the duration of the 


event. I left at 9:30 the next morning. 


Q. So you were there overnight? 
A. Yeah, I was there overnight. I worked 24 
hours straight, and everything else is just like -- I 


don't know. I remember bits and pieces. 

Like I remember walking by with the chief, 
and I remember seeing the airplane engine, you know, 
pieces of, you know, obviously trade center all over. 
When I was walking around, we didn't see any bodies or 
body parts. They had those pretty much either cleaned 
up, or they were buried with the debris, so we really 
didn't see too much of that, but there was no way to 


get even the gaters anywhere near, near Liberty and 
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Trinity. It was just too much debris and hose, and so 
you couldn't even take the gator around. You had to 
walk, I would say, for a two block -- one block area 
this way and like a one and a half, two block area this 
way. You couldn't get the vehicles in. 

Then I do remember that later on during that 
night we did take his car, Chief Villani's, and we did 
take it and park it up -- I believe we made it all the 
way to about Rector maybe. I think it was Rector. 

Q. And West Street? 

A. Yeah. Rector -- yeah, Rector and West, and 
we parked the car there and did another walk up towards 
the site. 

Q. At the end of the evening, how did vehicle 
913 -- where did that end up? 

A. Well, that vehicle stayed at the ferry 
terminal, Staten Island Ferry Terminal, because we 
didn't unload all the equipment. 

Q. So it stayed there? 

A. So it stayed there strictly as a supplement 
to whatever they might have needed down at the ferry 
terminal. I carried oxygen. I carried nebulizers, 
Albuterol, fluids for irrigation, a couple of extra 


long boards, boxes of ACRS in case we needed them, 
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triage tags. Pretty much everything that I can think 
of that we didn't need, that would be stressing out the 
battalion, I took into that vehicle. 

Q. How many days was it before you got the 
vehicle back or do you even know? 

A. Oh, God. 

Q. You did eventually get it back at the 
division? 

A. Yeah, oh yeah. I believe that's how I got 
home. I asked them if they needed it, because they 
were going to shut down that area, I believe. Either 
they were going to shut it down or they released me 
because they didn't need the equipment that was in 
there, because we didn't receive too many people. 

We thought it was going to be a lot more 
casualties, and they figured, you know, we have enough 
here. I loaded up what I could load up, you know, that 
I didn't need too much. I pretty much left them, you 
know, my oxygen that I could leave them, and that was 
really it. 

I believe I took the vehicle back home. 
Yeah, I believe I drove the vehicle home, you know, 
back to the battalion. 


Q. Anything else you want to add or that you can 
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think of? 

A. Well, then I had to have the next day off, 
you know, obviously, but then I went down there, and I 
served as Bobby Brown's aide for the next six weeks 
down at the World Trade Center. 

I believe the first possibly four weeks was 
down at Chambers and West at the EMS command post, and 
then the last two weeks that I served down there was 
down at 10 and 10, Liberty and -- what is that? 
Greenwich? Yes. 

So I served my six weeks down there, and I 
haven't been there since. 

Q. Is that all you have to say? 
A. As far as the events of that day, as far as 
it went with me, yeah. 

MS. BASTEDENBECK: This ends our interview. 


The time now is 1452. 


